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SUBJ: YEH CHIEN-YING'S BIRTHDAY POEM 

1. SUMMARY. THE JULY 14 PEOPLE'S DAILY AND KUANMING DAILY 
CARRY ERONT-PAGE EACSIMILIES OE A POEM WRITTEN BY PARTY VICE 
CHAIRMAN YEH CHIEN-YING TO MARK HIS 80TH BIRTHDAY. BOTH 
PAPERS ALSO RUN ON PAGE ONE AN INTERPRETIVE ARTICLE BY THE 
PSEUDONYMOUS SHANG KUNG; A PARENTHETICAL NOTE INDICATES THAT 
THE PIECE WAS SUBMITTED BY LIBERATION ARMY DAILY. THE 
ARTICLE IS WRITTEN IN EEFUSIVE, EVEN EULOGISTIC STYLE; YEH 
IS PRAISED EOR HIS "GIGANTIC CONTRIBUTIONS" TO THE CHINESE 
REVOLUTION, EOR REMAINING IN THE EOREFRONT OE THOSE "DEEENDING 
CHAIRMAN MAO'S REVOLUTIONARY LINE, EOR BEING UNSELEISH "LIKE 
PREMIER CHOU, AND EOR "ASSISTING" CHAIRMAN HUA TO SMASH 
THE GANG OE FOUR, THEREBY "RESPECTING THE BEHEST LEET BEHIND BY 
CHAIRMAN MAO" AND "WINNING THE LOVE OE THE ENTIRE COUNTRY". 
PUBLICATION OF THE ARTICLE, WHICH CONCLUDES WITH A WISH 
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EOR "HEALTH AND LONG LIEE" EOR "RESPECTED AND BELOVED VICE 
CHAIRMAN YEH, WHO IS LIKE A GREEN PINT ATOP MT TAI" - ADDS 
TO THE MYSTERY SURROUNDING THE CURRENT INTERNAL SCENE. TO 
IGNORE THE PARTY ANNIVERSARY AND THE ANNIVERSARY OE CHU TEH'S 
PASSING AND YET HIGHLIGHT YEH'S 80TH BIRTHDAY MAKES ONE WONDER 
IE THE VENERABLE YEH IS THE SOLE REMAINING RALLYING POINT 
AND SYMBOL OP UNITY IN CHINA. END SUMMARY. 
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2. THE JULY 14 PEOPLE'S DAILY AND KUANGMING DAILY GIVE 
ERONT PAGE PROMINENCE TO A POEM BY PARTY VICE CHAIRMAN 
YEH CHIEN-YING. BOTH PAPERS PUBLISH A EACSIMILE OP YEH'S 
CALLIGRAPHY, A RENDITION OP THE POEM IN STANDARD CHARACTERS, 

AND AN ARTICLE BY ONE SHANG RUNG. 

3. YEH'S POEM IS WRITTEN IN CLASSICAL STYLE AND, ACCORDING 

TO SHANG RUNG'S EXEGESIS, DRAPTED TO REVEAL YEH'S THOUGHTS ON 
REACHING THE AGE OF 80. THE POEM IS DATED MAY 14 - EXACTLY 
TWO MONTHS AGO AND PRESUMABLY YEH'S BIRTHDAY. 

4. SHANG RUNG (PRESUMABLY A PSEUDONYM MEANING, PERHAPS " RESPECTED 
GENTLEMAN" IP ONE PREELY RENDERS MEANING AND HOMONYMS) ORIGINALLY 
DRAPTED THE EXEGETICAL ARTICLE POR LIBERATION ARMY DAILY ACCORDING 
TO A NOTE. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER THE ARTICLE WAS IN PACT 
PUBLISHED EARLIER IN LIBERATION ARMY DAILY. 

5. THE MOST STRIRING PEATURE OF SHANG RUNG'S ARTICLE IS ITS 
EPPUSIVE, EVEN EULOGISTIC, STYLE. EMPLOYING PHRASES AND 
PORMULAS CUSTOMARILY BROUGHT PORTH ON THE DEATH OP NATIONAL 
LEADERS THE ARTICLE NOTES THAT YEH: 

-WAS "UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF CHAIRMAN MAO AN OUTSTANDING 
COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBER AND PROLETARIAN REVOLUTIONARY" 

(BOTH PHRASES WERE CONTAINED IN THE OBITUARIES POR RANG 
SHENG AND CHOU EN-LAI) WHO MADE "GIGANTIC CONTRIBUTIONS " 
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TO THE NEW DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION AND THE SOCIALIST REVOLU- 
TION 

-WAS ALWAYS IN THE POREPRONT OP THOSE DEPENDING CHAIRMAN 
MAO'S REVOLUTIONARY LINE, "ESPECIALLY IN THE MIDSST OP THE 
MOST RECENT STRUGGLE." YEH, "RESPECTING THE BEHEST LETT 
BEHIND BY CHAIRMAN MAO, ASSISTED CHAIRMAN HUA" IN SMASHING 
THE GANG OP FOUR, SAVING THE REVOLUTION AND PARTY, AND 
THEREBY WINNING THE LOVE OF ALL. 

-WAS COMFORTED ON SEEING THAT CHINA HAD A RELIABLE HELSMAN 
(CHAIRMAN HUA). 

-IS, LIRE PREMIER CHOU, UNSELPISH AND UNCNCCERNED ABOUT HIS 
OWN POSITION. YEH, AS A MAN TYPICAL OP THE OLD GENERATION 
OP REVOLUTIONARIES, MADE RIGOROUS AND STERN DEMANDS UPON 
HIMSELP. 

6. SHANG RUNG NOTES IN CONCLUSION THAT "OUR POET" (YEH) HAS 
A SPIRIT WHICH GROWS STRONGER WITH AGE, THE SPIRIT OF 
"REVOLUTIONARY OPTIMISM". SHANG THEN WISHES "HEALTH AND 

A LONG LIPE TO ESPECTED AND BELOVED VICE CHAIRMAN HEY CHIEN-YING, 
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WHO IS LIKE A GREEN PINE ATOP MT.TAH." 

7. COMMENT: PUBLICATION OF THE POEM AND ARTICLE COMPOUNDS 

THE MYSTERY SURROUNDING THE CURRENT DOMESTIC POLITICAL 

SCENE. WHEN THE OFFICIAL PRESS IGNORED THE PARTY ANNIVERSARY 

AND THE ANNIVERSARY OF CHU TEH'S PASSING, IT IS 

DIFFICULT TO FATHOM WHY YEH'S BOTH BIRTHDAY SHOULD HAVE BEEN 

SINGLED OUT FOR SPECIAL PROMINENCE -ESPECIALLY 

TWO MONTHS AFTER THE FACT. MAO' BIRTHDAY 

WAS NEVER MARKED, NOR HAS IT BEEN THE CUSTOM TO COMMENT ON 
BIRTHDAYS OF CHINA'S LEADERS. SEVERAL POSSIBLE EXPLANATIONS 
COME TO MIND, INCLUDING: 

-AT A TIME OF TOP-LEVEL CONTENTION AND QUARRELING, THE 
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VENERABLE - AND GENUINELY RESPECTED -YEH IS THE SOLE 
REMAINING RALLYING POINT FOR THE CHINESE PEOPLE. 

-THE AUTHOR'S INTENT IS TO DRAW AN EXPLICIT LINKAGE 
BETWEEN YEH AND ANOTHER MEMBER OF THE OLD GENERATION OF 
REVOLUTIONARIES - TENG HSIAO-POING - AND THERBY ADVANCE 
TENG’S CAUSE IN THE ONGOIING DEBATES. 

DEAN 
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NNN 
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